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which he had conftru&ed his Story, and described the
efforts he had made to unite correctness of detail in
coftume, architecture and way of life with natural ease
of conversation and liveliness of character, " If I
have succeeded/' he said, "in giving some interest
and vitality to a description of classic manners and to
a tale of classic age, I have succeeded where all hitherto
have failed/'

When in March 1835 a revised and correfted
edition was published, he added yet a further " Ad-
vertisement/' in which he defended himself over-
emphatically against charges of inaccuracy brought
against him by various critics; and also, with
a characteristic lack of judgment, expanded one of
the footnotes to the original preface so as to intro-
duce a little sneer at Lockhart's classical novel
Valerius!

The tremendous popularity of Pompeii delighted its
author; and, as was his way when pleased and excited,
he adopted a manner of careful reserve in mentioning
the success to others.

1 " They who think the Valerius of Mr. Lockhart an exception "
[*".*. to a Statement just made that Pompeii is the first tale of a classic
age to contain the interest and vitality of an adtual romance] " are of
course at liberty to do so. Many reasons concur to prevent my point-
ing out what appear to me the errors and failings of that work. But
to my (probably incompetent) judgment it wants the vitality and
interest to which I have referred."

This paragraph had a short life. When Pompeii appeared as one
of Bentley's Standard Novels in 1839, ^ kad vanished. Nevertheless
it expressed the opinion of the day fairly enough for, as Cadell wrote
to Sir Walter Scott on Dec. 6, 1830: " Mr. Lockhart's admirable
novel of Valerius was essentially injured in general estimation by the
Roman names being associated in no way with our ideas of anything
where light, amusing or pleasing reading was concerned." Sir
Archibald Alison, on the other hand, declared kter with good Tory
partiality that Valerius was " the most successful attempt which has
ever been yet made to engraft the interest of modern romance on
ancient ftory."